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International Visitors
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The CCRI regularly hosts and invites overseas 
researchers to work within the Institute in order to 
share research. Visitors since the publication of the 
last CCRI Briefing include:

Donald Aquilina from the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Malta, visited for a week in March 2011. 
Donald is studying on the CCRI European Rural Development 
Programme, and visited the CCRI to discuss his dissertation 
and to explore policy evaluation project design.

Céline Bihel, a Masters student from Wageningen 
University’s Rural Sociology Department, 
Netherlands, spent two months in the CCRI in 2010.  
The purpose of her visit was to complete some 
fieldwork in the Cotswolds for her thesis on agricultural 
multifunctionality.

Dr Aleksander Lukić from the University of Zagreb, 
Croatia, worked in the CCRI from March to September  
2011. Dr Lukić is a rural geographer who received funding 
from the Croatian Government to undertake some research  
in the southwest region of England. The objective of his 
visit was to explore the effectiveness of rural development 
measures implemented in the UK, including those funded  
through EU programmes that offer new and growing 
opportunities for Croatia. The southwest region was selected 
because it faces a similar set of issues to those facing 
Croatia, such as tourism and residential development, 
protection of natural and cultural heritage, and issues 
relating to transport access. Dr Lukić gave a presentation as 
part of the CCRI Seminar Series during his stay.

Dr Vaughan Higgins from Monash University, 
Victoria, Australia, visited at the end of 2009 to 
discuss research ideas related to biosecurity and disease 
management. Dr Higgins also gave a seminar as part 
of the CCRI Seminar Series entitled ‘Biosecurity Risk and 
the (Anti)Politics of Trade Liberalisation: The Case of New 
Zealand Apple Imports into Australia’.

In May 2010, the CCRI was pleased to welcome Jaroslav 
Prazan and colleagues from the IUZE Institute in 
Prague, with whom they had been working as part of a 
ten country consortium on a European project ‘Assessing the 
impact of Rural Development policies (RuDI)’. In the scope 
of the study, the Czech Republic team investigated issues 
of economic diversification and challenges with effective 
implementation of agri-environment schemes. They visited 
the CCRI to find out about its work and activities, and 
current range of research topics.
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